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[t»ftl«<Bf&H3 

*«*-«w*jMtttB»cttv'? % w 
»EiB»«>» ttzmrrz & y vzm u 

«ff* c t*ttft£-«-*Mt««ftKB. 
UbKB 3 ] MiBRqB«K«kA-b yiWn J: tfWBie* 

at-r^ffl^^ i icrooHiMMttB. 

E«g£«tifcfgtf&B. 

W3»BS] HKOBMItftWftlEtt?*** M?2 

sie^&k x at^ffi o ft arc ±< c t/mm 

#±ICIW8 nfc h tHlt«W«BWRt* IDE 

T&mm&!£&mK£^Ts so 



^DB2 00 2-IZ3134 

d i:*W» fcTAMffirtKB. 

8 ] MCXffft fW. ®BS*TNfc* c fc* 

mWTTfc £ c fc£*S» t f 63S*« 9 |c E«0JE» K 
Bo 

^fct^Wl OICSaoffiBSB. 

»«EU S03H» I <DVm#fc±lc&fite tilt h^-Hi 

tifcMEffi^H-hO h^H»* 
^Aa L ft » 6 ttKM ^^^Sctic^^xWaeK 

Bo 

[B*»l 4] ttEh-#--©^(Wttatffi. 5^ 

is] aaaebf -#»qimto h ??« s 

ci:*»»i:r*»*3Hi 3-1 sovvrtifttiHicE 
[!»^^1 7] KlOBS^OJSHSClfiStO^tt^ 
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MffilSffiWB^ O 7n * 7, X if - K »EST» 

#u 

&H(frgj££;B. 10 
Oft** 16] IKht-WJWIlWB. 6fi 

rooo i] 

[000 2] 

m±&*i±K^#±<ow&t osMfcc^Bjarcetti 

2. tSWONBlc h*— BetfOTftNaimuMK* 

V\ H«Btf«S7LTfr&> S® (»2B) £|3]&k: 
B»»**ffQTt^ # J:^T. UD<CilftJg£*K7 

L-nftfflHH-ftc tic* ^Tfx* 
LS»U h^-teG. 3£»Xi§T?A>ttfc&fiHciSi;T3fc 
?KtS (S'ax) #WffiA#*D. *fc> Xfl/V-7 
*y/«to«ratth*-rtt. ZBHOfiUJWfch* 

B«ft**- KC*»Tii. HBUWe»I«*Bftl,* 
WcMftofcO, BKtf«ft?TbK4TOttNB«T 



ttM2 002-123134 
4 

BiSXK-F (7n*XXtf-F) «W5cticJ;-3 
**&»B**<jtntf\ ftiRB (^px) tWtTWS* 1 

fcTts tt^ftoxtf- F**>fc^tt©xfcf-F 

J&tfBBKfc^Ttt, »fi#f*A<2o£S«8Sfc^-5 3 
[0003] 

•2. WifiiS»BJ**-K*C4S^T, £l@i:£2®0*te 
OT*fla0£H#*t*£BKB*J:tFB«B£HB» 

[0 004] 

[000 5] l. m®M*M»K«MR#RJ:* M 

ae^ia^ © m r n *n ? * MRBik«k& &&±k »b 

[0 0 0 6] 2. MEBM#KWa-b>^«J:cntEB 
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5 

£ &Vm t T *±E 1 £E3S aii»JBtf8fi » 
[0 0 0 7) 3. WffiHtt#llttta-by*teJ:tf«ISaiS 

[ooo8] 4. ffl&e®»fgfimHjo^ 9- m®&&& 
mv&zzt t -r s ± se i - 3 «> n*\i 

[ooo&] 5. mmvm&zwiK&zffiQi^&t* M 
b ^ * n ft fc^tf s £ff ^® i: 

Wo 

^*t^H£(cigi Lft^esibffic rssaea«*»fc * &** 

[0011] 7. flHBSMfWt (R^OfBEMTC 

to 0 1 2] 8- «SSE3£**ft*V 
*«ttfc-r*±E6*fctt7 KEKoWWBrtSHB. 

[0013] 9. h*- 40 
[00 14] io. MEh4— oWJWIIWS. 5 

[0 0 15] 11. SuEb*-tfffi£b^ 50 



ft KB 2002-1 23134 
6 

[ooiS] 12, HBBh*-4«WMtOM— W 

scfc^sakfi-bEs-i i wfn**i*«cE« 
[00 17] 1 3. »io«fflraoHBK:«8«>sa» 

¥K«EU tfiEJS 1 <D»fe&t¥±lc&&Znfc hi— 

E-#e^*nfc«Efc¥#±«) h^H&*n~v*ro 
h WEis**f *c«au a«e**sai»jg* 
wo® 2 ffi ©i^mess n h #*£*r s 

ft* JMBR lWOh^-«M?SyS^WEn-7*»c0r.-y 

[00 18] 14. MEH*~0WfW»Btf8. 5 
fimttT-Cfc^dtfirfMRfc-r^El 3 KEKOHB 

[0 0 19] 1 5. *reb*-tf«fth+-T6*CA: 
[0 0 2 01 1 6. WKbi-~&mmZ.<OYi--T:& 

&z£*ttnkT*JtM\ 3—i s «^rn* i *icE 

[00 2 1 ] 17. ffi I ©^ft#eOSER:tt&<D3Wfc 
#A*EU MEBlO»M«±fc*J***lfcl**~ 

Er^fi^ £ ti^: nu35«E^ #±<D b ft * o - ^ W e 

tOO 2 2] 18. mEh-^OTJWHttStfS. 5 
^m«T-C6*Cfc*1«afc'r*±El 7fcEBOH« 

[0 0 2 3] 19. h -r-t>m& hi- t 

[00 2 4] 

[00 2 5] Hltt. *»WK«*3K«»B*«*fc* 
[00 2 6] *SMOJBfiSO»¥att, «^?ttl*f*<0± 
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(5) 

7 

•CHS 9** UT^*. 

[0 0 2 8] ^AMONg 9«B 1 10 

<;^*na©«Efc^ai 1 lttbwfi. 

[GO 2 9] mE7o-b*tf&ft-?tt<<«lc* ffl£Bffl 

tt, km#b?r 103^01:1 tt^o#*t*ft. do 

[0 0 3 0] WSBttttsSSEl 0 

*«j0tT 'J 7 h 2 0 1 ^tjSLTs JHBOBBOTR* 

^en, Mfrn&ttHHMa, 1 0 7ic* 

[003 1] CO*^ftia*WW*B-&l 0 1±C8 
[0 03 2] ffl£Btt&R£B 2 0»fiEft»J»K:ai^« 

t> soas^v •> h2 0 1, BtticftflirriftftTfes 30 

5>;/2 1 3 fcBM^60SHM*EM«*«M J *v 

5,S1^7-21 5fr&07t££lif£tf*£2S*- 
2 i 7 £3? 3 £9—2 1 9 £&-#itLr&&mzZ'7 
-l-7bZ07t W2 5y-a-7 h 2 0 7 
&OKBK« % «aBr*BBIR?±K:|ltta«««B^ 
^X2 0 9, S«p:xX2 0 9K£r?T<£<gl£ 

B? CWT. CCDt^o) 21 S 
7fV^7^ 2 0 3±fcBH£ftftStta%BB8ffQtt 

9ii^7fy*9^z o 3±eff«*SBr a&Afeft 
[oo33] mmttmun* ^220 t*> «w<o«w 

[003-1] BW^Btttt'feV^fcLrtt. W*l£. SO 



9$N2 00 2-123134 
8 

Ztttirt-ZCil-effiRgLG s (6 0-) £#SJ*.5fctD 

CO 0 3 5] Bfffitt»-fc>4-kUXtt. jitt*u§*ft 
CO 0 3 6 ] Ba*fBtt58Hry*«C J: 9tt»LfcHtt$> 

[003 7] ttB»R«l«2fcJ;DR«ttSnfc/K 

[0 0 3 8] SuaaeBffl»26D8Kl»CJ:-3T3aS6tlT 
v*ftj(lfll£, BB*BWl2T?B*W**«e*»'*T 
tt, Sl57^-^2 0 5MS2^7^-7 h 

2 0 7*±, Bi^oaitffiHkiraffi^tiTu^a 

to 03 9) tcsv, m9u>memm*»»m*» 

BlcfetvCtt, M-aEOBB^^6tifcB)ROft«» 

¥S1 I 1 icJi^XBBtaKU «B, StfflEifBffi2f 
81 0 5KIHKU ±a*E«K, imRftttBlc*^ 
T«»»?ftflk» MERMSEftiM 0 9±fcW$ o 

too4o] ra, aQssn^ffiiMoes 1 (ipj^i^Kiffi 

dtetiTfeD. coBiMSttaiOiKBitjecUT^ 

f^tf^X 2 0 3±*|ft5&T3i: fcJC£>K ^S7*7f 
^7x2 0 3±CflH*BSKBT«£fcOTt«J: 

[0 0 4 1 ] *9tft4>BB<?l*« JSffiift^SP 1 0 

M*X«BB£^ »B7*^:/#3X±teBfflR»* 
BBL^fcnttteBft*BW*J:9icflMl/rt* 

(004 2] CCC, filffir^7 1 ^^X2 0 3±^«S 
BSn^BfROBB^K^QC^lBtttC^t^Ttt. wjflgfg 
1 S5-i-y h 2 0 5 tS2 57-i-7 h 2 0 7 fc 

«wfi*ra-&&**6r^:/#7X2 0 3KjB-3Ti 

[0 0 4 3] BMR^ADttBZiC^oTSIc^eti^ 

[004 4] *£M0JBBIC«V*TUU HfWSiKB3tt 

(Y) , (M) , */T> (C) , S (K) <OW 

CUT. BBBritviy h fc^ 9) 3 o o^ 

KvZ*3 0 U 73DhP>ff«2S3 0 3, BB«Bt 
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(6) 

9 

[0 0 4 5] WWN&IUz-y h$ o 0fifli9H*???ffi 
JB««90±^«lcfet^riB^fiaicfi<EIBLft*HK 
h 4 0 1 CO 1 0 (SfiffiA) tzitBoTia^fRj ct 

^CID- ^V*. >T> % &<0J©) ICS^J* 

W«*Wtt, «6tt«S±, £B&LT£5 B 
Cod 4 6] «t£R3!eX¥%3i 3tt % xatiNDyft 
*«3 0 3KttLT#Jt<*h"?JU3 0 10 
fl»CEB£ti«. B««*3R3 1 3fct, U—ftttWRY 

CO 0 4 71 PMWBdtoifeiPT. Mfctf. ^fiD- 
(Y) OuS«JBi8tt^ ( k5te/««n«. ««*MB»* 

[0 0 4 8] LfrSflL m 1 <£>&te^ep*> ( Y) COD® 
S^fcWW*BfttfBtt#^JK3 I 3££ Ofrteti, 20 
ttfe(tP3X> 3 0 1 ±tejEtttf> (Y) (DBttfcWJS-r* . 

BBBwroBrttrn*. 

[0 0 4 9] Wffi»*»»«^ftS3 I 

tu BiWtsn*. E©B«ucj;t>ft9s!£n;fc (Y) <o 
hi—m&s tpmK&WY 4 0 1 ft&A/CSXfliK? 
A3 0 l»c«iftibT»t6tlT^*|g5S3 0 5£.fco 

[0 0 5 0] (&0&ftW£ftaflJMU±fifcHtto 
^a-bxicj:D. v-t?>* Cm) . s/r> (C) . 
(K) <Dli«JgS^-*y SfcJ:oTflJ&tt;fc K*H3fetf 30 

ffijBB (y) o bT-&<Dftz>mm%mtm&?zx?K 
turas^ m o 1 ±cate^t>*© 

[0 0 5 1 ] ±g2@«JBtfK¥fTLT. IB^WTfe^lfc 
^PtfK9MCaiWBO% 9ttLtP90 l (9 1 U 
9 2!) £>)*&&a~5 9 0 3 (9 1 3. 9 2 3) fc£ 

So 

CO 0 5 23 5 o ionbicj;-9r4inB 

[0 0 5 3] h+H»WE5**lfclS¥ttP& *IB|6 
(=>£tt«H) £LTC0£«K$6 0 l^|R&*tl5 B fift 

fcimtfp-^ 6 0 6fcO»fcff*fclcj;t>S]Baf*u IE 
9«£P±fcS***i«. 3Ea»6 0lt»tt. fc¥*ftP£> 



WBJJ2 002-] 231 34 
10 

tt^. fl*« % £*a-9 6 0 3fl0>fc-*«ftC7 0 
OW. AOflEO— 7B0 5flj©t- >tt*3 0OWtf 

-C, fi«»*Oh^-»*TIH (APffn-^6 0 5<ai) 
lc«**|g^POj;BW05lSfi«l-*-»ft»aj-r* 
■ft* Tffi^b*-«WfcLtt^J:5lc (ftfflfif&SB 
-T*) , «Bo-9 6 0 3 OJSfcttoEa ^76050 

^ttPwaauTv^suaaww^tt. 

o 3 6 o s^iMMtM J: 9icnrr« 

[005 4 ] Stn-76 0 3£imj£a-^6 0 5fc,fc 
P«r«»*R3S?-iirSc:t^^^x?Tt)ti$ B 

^6 0 7fcJ;^T. S»»6 0 i^6»m«ns*^ - 
•^^SWn-76 0 7ora7T, IKSffiPO 
T®fl](C#m»JKiWtas^ 6 0 9 LUt), «^ 
ft P cOTfl5«!lO h *>-<0ffl® fcffffflT* £ 5 tcfco T ^ 
5o BM«tt«ajr*^ -v;mn©««*BPTiB©B 
*«WW-*a«tt* £»fth^-fc*SBiffi (TE) 

**cfctc asanas (tb) ^h*H»*te*i»±-r 
[0056] £tfttmTttoe«KPtt % £«rmsa 

Hx-f 7 0 5_LW8tti**l5o 
[0 0 5 7 J E^Ptf#ft*ftfc&0*Hli? 
*</l> M 0 1 4 0 1 £t*A,T*# 

K4 1 Btc.t^Tffia^n, ws^n^o 

[0 0 5 83 CKICjKJWK^SO l^JSB 

[0 0 5 93 td^-e, Hijffii«¥iffiiR<«SP9ic«, 
tt^^ap^aswte^^-rsiRiWS^gos. 9 

15. 925tS0tt3LaP9OK 91 U 9 2 1 
tWM?n^i^yf9 0Q, 9 10, 9 20 
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^^s^^-rEHLra&^o Stttt^^ h 9 o 

0, 9 10, 9 2 0A^lR)W^k:^-5 a 
[0 0 6 0] ffiga&0U0SB9 0 1, 9 1 1 , 92 1 
tt, £&40W§3&9 0 5, 9 1 5. 9 2 5<D<BIE2 CHI 

[0 0 6 I].IHeatDlBt09O 1. 9 11, 92 1 
ti, iMfcury h9 0 0, 9 1 0. 9 2 0^S®WtD^ 

3, 9 13. »2 3**fr. *fc, 2«6itOI»lhfflO» 

-7 9 0 6, 9 1 6. 9 2 6^. 
[0 0 6 2] fcfc, ifcM&H9 05, 915, 9 2 5fl 

[0 0 6 33 §lBtfflS3B9 0 5, 9 1 5, 9 2 5Kl)5<r* 
T, fea^P^ fi^*9 0 8, 9 1 S, 9 2 8fc:J:0 
±»lcW»*nfea»«9 0 7. 9 17, 9 2 7 0±tC 

9 13. 9 2 3lC«tSA5«9T^ 

So 

[0 0 6 4] gft. £iKlfl@S§9 0 5. 9 1 5. 9 2 5 
OJifSlCtt, (5^*WH«5S3-fe>^9 0 9. 9 1 9. 9 
2 9tf62&£ftT*3$, iKtt*ftT^S»?J8PCQft2R 

9. 9 19, 9 2 91*, (E¥#«KStt»-fe^^ 

[0 0 6 5] wmwRtmn±>v*&tfK9ms!iti 

[0 0 6 6] C©A3fctr*»Lfcte^HP©*fKfl> 

[0067] Jtes^*® ux oMBtMw 5 mext 

0 9 1 0. 9 2 0©-BP*«/SW"*W 
EiR*W£8S9 0 5, 9 1 5, 9 2 5©*ti J fti^&^ 
XhD-75 0 l^t&^P£fl^TrS*£<D£&cD 
JRiS^IBR 1 . R2, R3. R4> R5. R6*fLT 

[ o o 6 8 3 W& ■ iflMtt 7 »i, jN«k«j8tto«E9lft 

CO 0 6 9] C 71*. N*H»*< 

m I ®tC5fc&3rftfcR^«P £t9ffi£#§fl6 0 l 



(7) WM2 00 2-123134 

12 

7 0 3, fiflli*n^e^«^«Kt'SSa*«:Offl®ti: 

mmsam 3 icAitrvai«r«HiHBK«8 0 3t* 

[0070] «|jR4MttT 0 1 IB^lS^r^OKSSM 
10 [007 1 ] M««£nft1»tf P**4)£S< W 

[0072] itz, m9&a&tircKm*mm*&i* 

BP*. Bfc»j«*ti?tBI*Tftlk:UT»tt 
E*»ffla— 76 0 7tc£9iBiS;*ft 

»s»is*. -a, sesp b o i o*A'\H8*«s, 
20 [0073] jffi^r, ramwoftM 7 o i %m& u 

T&ttcoflFtff h U-f 7 0 5 *n fcftWS ft* . 
[007 4] St£, £«K4)SB (£2^) iCHW&g 

ttBfcttB**. £«J#mn-5 6 0 7te*»3l»SSft 
5fc¥*tt*. EK8S8 0 1 OfiAfclKSU KtefiP8 0 

[0 07 53 ffilE!KtgS3«|SB 0 3 $T'»B2ftfc&f: 
30 fltPtt, »a*rs«KSa^v5 0 3{cJ:0. ift22&*fti. 
-yh9 0 0. 9 1 0. 9 2 Ofr fcftt^j^ 
8B*atl* 5 0 l^tMiM^ft. 812 

6¥SB4 1 5'\fc9Bg*ftSo 

[0076] ±eHWAievoft(mon(^»s:girr« 

£^T?rfcft£ C^FBl^) . 
[0 0 7 7) H2«i. y;^l^4k:^d^«:S2Haf 

«. CC*flMLTV»JBHtt, B*Jg)SfeJHliH I o 

[o o 7 8 3 sr> m»Bjm&<Dmmtt9i&to*!>y 
«nitiTifiAt* (s 1 1) g «niirfitt»«vir 

50 W&LT, CMNWc, «BSOfe«iL-yhrtfciDa« 
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13 

t (s i 3, s 1 5, s 1 7 > , mtwtmommmk 

S&iS-r^ CS l 4, S 1 6, S 1 8) 0 IB3SSSnftlK5 
tflctlMMfl) (S l 9) o 
[0 0 7 9] 031*. a*«5t!:«*«M*»W+*7 

[0 0 8 0] *r* »«^.-vl-rtU:e»*tltel6Wt 

fcfc^ttcofe starts (S23) e nwiofifctew 

(No) . fe«IE&:< (S 
2 4) , *0 fr* (S2 6) ■ mm<DW 

fcfclE^©&*tJKfc***Ktt (Yes). fe«!£* 

«B«*ff 5 (S 2 6) o ft«BEttt. «M 'CtfMk 30 

mister— 7*1 (LUT) 9lcft^fe«&JEtt£f?5.- 
[0 0 8 1] 0 4 lis JS«W6-8(CffS»ffl«rSWr 

[0082] ims^-^ hrtfcia»*nfc«3?« 40 

«*tt»T* (S3I)c ^f77S3 14:ButtT, 
#3S*ft* (5 3 2) . 

[0 0 8 3] 6V# OttiRK*<«^«£. 

*«s*ti*. so 



2002-123134 

14 

[00 8 4] &?T. Xf7^S3 ftfftfclUfcKW 
(S33) o 

[0085] h^-»©*Wa**E-t*ft«Sfefti: 

[0086] jWB#5-7ffltf OlKWffctt 

8 0rnm/-s, **a~9 1 BOt, tnff 
a-^eO&j£ig&* 1 2 0 TCOSa*#^«* 5>ft 
[008 7]^moMMWtMBK:T. ±1202-4 
tenure* 5 *7p-fe**f"£ tie* K«©iK« 

[0 0 8 8] H5(& S*^9-l 6ICff«IM]«9nn 
f$7a- — f(D— flJ-e&S* *J"tafc>fc, ffiSMt 

[0 08 9 ] $?\ iI##J5£©*-KfcUT. 

»«*-Ka«»*tift*»e4**«i» , r* ($4 1) o 

*-FJW«*nTVttttntf (No) > *»bo/d 
•bX^fr^^T-rs (END) o WBB*Mt*-F 
MHRCtL*j: (Yes) , *-ftt(ES**Oft 1 lltcS 
»cD®«^fig*fir5 (S 4 3) • C0fc**W£SRB0 

»5£5ft^ (S44), Xr-y7s 4 4tB*ftur, * 
(S 4 5) . UttWKtt, SE»«B»«»tt*»a-9 
^— UT^*i0flEO-^ (b-^rtJHO ©aft 
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(11) Japanese Patent Application 

Laid-open (KOKAI) No. 2002-123134 
(43) Laid-opened Date: 26.04.2002 
(54) Title of the invention: 
5 FIXING DEVICE AND IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(21) Application Number: 2000-311871 

(22) Filing Date: 12. 10.2(300 

(71) Applicant: KONICA CORP 

(72) Inventor: TANAKA HAJIME 

10 (72) Inventor: KATAVANAGI HIDETOSHI 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To stably form an image having no 
defect in image quality by setting the processing speed 

15 (holding and carrying speed) of a fixing device to 1/n 
of an ordinary mode, in the case of changing the 
glossiness of a toner image in an image forming device 
capable of forming an image by selecting transfer 
material whose quality is near to the quality of the 

20 material (color or glossiness) of the non-image part of 
an original and controlling image formation according 
to the color or the glossiness of the transfer material. 
SOLUTION: The fixing device and the image forming 
device capable of stably forming the image whose image 

25 quality is as approximate to the image quality 

(especially the image quality concerning the glossiness 
or the color) of the original as possible are provided. 
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[Claims for the Patent] 
[Claim 1] 

An image forming apparatus comprising: 
5 reading means for reading an image on an original 

document ; 

exposing means for forming an image read by said 
reading means on an image carrier as an electrostatic 
latent image; 

10 developing means for developing said electrostatic 

latent image and forming a toner image; 

a plurality of containing means for containing 
transfer material; 

feeding means for feeding the transfer material 
15 from said containing means; 

transferring means for transferring the toner 
image formed on said image carrier onto the transfer 
material fed from said feeding means; and 

fixing means for fixing the transfer material on 
20 which said toner image has been transferred; 

characterized by comprising an original document 
quality detecting sensor that detects the quality of 
said original document, 

in that each of said plurality of containing means 
25 comprises a transfer material quality detecting sensor 
that detects the quality of the transfer material 
contained therein, and 

- 2 - 
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the apparatus feeds said transfer material from 
said containing means that contains the transfer 
material whose detected value from said transfer 
material quality detecting sensor is the closest to the 
.5 detected value of said original document from said 

original document quality detecting sensor, and forms 
an image. 
[Claim 2] 

The image forming apparatus according to claim l f 
10 characterized in that the quality detected by said 
original document quality detecting sensor and said 
transfer material quality detecting sensor is the gloss 
level, 
[Claim 3] 

15 The image forming apparatus according to claim 1-, 

characterized in that the quality detected by said 
original document quality detecting sensor and said 
transfer material quality detecting sensor is the color, 
[Claim 4] 

20 The image forming apparatus according to any one 

of claim 1 to claim 3, characterized in that said image 
forming apparatus is a color image forming apparatus. 
[Claim 5] 

An image forming apparatus comprising: 
25 reading means for reading an image on an original 

document? 
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exposing* means for forming an image read by said 
reading means on an image carrier as an electrostatic 
latent image; 

developing means for developing said electrostatic 
5 latent image and forming a toner image; 

containing means for containing transfer material; 

feeding means for feeding the transfer material 
from said containing means; 

transferring means for transferring the toner 
10 image formed oh said image carrier onto the transfer 
material fed from said feeding means; and 

fixing means for fixing the transfer material on 
which said toner image has been transferred; 

characterized in that said containing means 
15 comprises a transfer material color detecting sensor 
that detects the color of the transfer material 
contained therein, and 

the apparatus corrects the color of the toner 
image formed on said transfer material to approximate 
20 the color of the toner image to the color on said 

original document based on the detected value for the 
color of the transfer material from said transfer 
material color detecting sensor. 
[Claim 6] 

25 An image forming apparatus comprising: 

reading means for reading an image on an original . 
document; 
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exposing means for forming an image read by said 

reading means on an image carrier as an electrostatic 

latent image; 

developing means for developing said electrostatic 
5 latent image and forming a toner image ; 

containing means for containing transfer materials- 
feeding means for feeding the transfer material 

from said containing means; 

transferring means for transferring the toner 
10 image formed on said image carrier onto the. transfer 

material fed from said feeding means r - and 

fixing means for fixing the transfer material on 

which said toner image has been transferred; 

characterized in that said containing means 
15 comprises a transfer material gloss level detecting 

sensor that detects the gloss level of the transfer 

material contained therein, and 

said transfer material is fixed by said fixing 

means in the fixing condition appropriate for the 
20 detected value of the gloss level of the transfer 

material from said transfer material gloss level 

detecting sensor. 

[Claim 7] 

The image forming apparatus according to claim 6, 
25 characterized in that said fixing condition is the 
conveying rate of the transfer material. 
[Claim 8] 
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The image forming apparatus according to claim 6 
ox l f characterized in that said fixing condition is 
the fixing temperature. 
[Claim 9J 

5 A fixing apparatus for fixing a "toner image onto a 

transfer material by conveying ©aid, transfer material 
with said toner image transferred thereon held tight 
between a pair of rollers while heated and pressed, 
characterizedi in that 

10 when an unfixed toner image on a second side of 

the transfer material is to be fixed, wherein a first 
side of the transfer material has a fixed toner image 
thereon, the surface temperature of the transfer 
material on said first side is kept at a toner 

15 softening temperature or lower at a nip outlet of said 
pair of rollers* 
[Claim 10] 

The fixing apparatus according to claim 9, 
characterized in that a grain diameter of said toner of 
20 an average volume .is 8.5 um or less. 
[Claim 11] 

The fixing apparatus according to claim 10, 
characterized in that said toner is a polymerized toner. 
[Claim 12} 

25 The fixing apparatus according to any one of 

claims 9 to 11, characterized in that said toner is a 
thermoplastic toner. 
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[Claim 13] 

An image forming apparatus comprising a plurality 
of developing means around a first image carrier, 
wherein said image forming apparatus performs primary 
5 transfer on a toner image formed on said first image 
carrier onto a second image carrier / performs secondary 
transfer on the toner image on the second image carrier 
that has been subjected to said primary transfer onto 
transfer material, and fixes said toner image onto said 

10 transfer material by causing the toner image on said 
transfer material that hag been subjected to said 
secondary transfer to be conveyed while holding the 
toner image tight between a pair of rollers while 
heated and pressed for forming an image, characterized 

15 . in that 

when an unfixed toner image that has been 
subjected to the secondary transfer on the second side 
of the transfer material whose first side has a fixed 
toner image thereon , the surface temperature of said 

20 toner on said first side is kept at a toner softening 
temperature or lower at a nip outlet of said pair of' 
rollers. 
[Claim 14] 

The image forming apparatus according to claim 13, 
25 characterized in that a grain diameter of said toner of 
an average volume is 0,5 um or less. 
[Claim 15] 
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The image forming apparatus according to claim 14, 
characterized in that said toner is a polymerized toner. 
[Claim 16] 

The image forming apparatus according to any one 
5 of claims 13 to 15, characterized in that said toner is 
a thermoplastic toner. 
[Claim 17] 

An image forming apparatus comprising a plurality 
of developing means around a first image carrier, 
10 wherein said image forming apparatus performs primary 
transfer on a toner image formed on said first image 
carrier onto a second image carrier, performs secondary 
transfer on the toner image on the second image carrier 
that has been subjected to said primary transfer onto 
15 .transfer material, and fixes said toner image onto said 
transfer material by causing the toner image on said 
transfer material that has been subjected to said 
secondary transfer to be conveyed while causing the 
toner image to be held tight between a pair of rollers 
20 while heated and pressed for forming an image, 
characterized in that 

said image forming apparatus comprises changing 
means for changing a processing speed for said image 
forming, wherein said changing means changes the 
25 processing speed so that the processing speed in a high 
gloss mode, in which the gloss level of an image 
obtained by forming an image is at 40 or higher, is 1/n 
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(n is a natural number) of the processing speed in a 
basic usual mode. 
[Claim 18] 

The image forming apparatus according to claim 17, 
5 characterized in that a grain diameter of said toner of 
an average volume is 8.5 pm or less. 
[Claim 19] 

The image forming apparatus according to claim 18 , 
characterized in that said toner is a polymerized toner. 

10 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
tOOOl] 

[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to an electro- 
15 photographic image forming apparatus such as a copying 
machine, a laser printer, a facsimile and the like. 
[0002] 

[Conventional Art] 

1- Recently r high image quality has been required for 
20 the electro-photographic image forming apparatus, and 
various qualities of transfer material (paper quality) 
have been provided to be used in forming an image. 
Generally used plain paper has a different whiteness 
(some yellowish, some fluorescent, etc.) and texture. 
25 In addition to such plain paper, glossy paper, colored 
paper and the like are also used. These various types 
Of transfer material give different impressions for the 
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same toner image. Some types of transfer material give 
an impression totally different from that given by the 
original document. As such, a tone difference such as 
the gloaainess and the whiteness of the transfer 
5 material may influence in image reproducibility of the 
transfer material. There has not been such image 
forming apparatus that treats the transfer material 
from the viewpoint of difference between the original 
document and the resulting image on the transfer 
10 material. 

2. In the double-side image forming mode for forming a 
toner image on both sides of the transfer material, 
first an image is formed on the surface (a first side) 
by transferring and fixing a toner image thereto/ and 

15 then the image is formed on the back (a second side) in 
the same manner. Thus, the toner image on the first 
side for which the image has been formed first is 
subjected to a fixing process again when the image is 
formed on the second side. The fixing process is 

20 generally performed by conveying the transfer material 
held tight between a pair of rollers while pressed. 
The toner image tends to gain glossiness (gloss) 
according to the heat applied thereto in the fixing 
process. The thermoplastic toner such as styrene 

25 acrylate toner may melt again when the image is fixed 
for the second time, resulting in a poor image quality. 
As a result, in the double-side image forming mode, 

- 10 - 
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there has been a problem in that the glossiness of the 
toner image significantly differs and the image quality 
differs between the surface that went through the 
fixing process once and the surface that went through 
5 the fixing process twice. 

3. There has been a so-called tandem type image forming 
apparatus that forms a toner image on a photoreceptor 
(a first image carrier) , repeats the process of primary 
transferring the image on an intermediate transfer 

10 material (a second image carrier) by the number of 
colors, performs the secondary transfer of the color 
toner image formed on the intermediate transfer 
material onto the transfer paper, and then performs the 
fixing process . In the high gloss mode that increases 

15 the glossiness of the toner image, there has been a 

.method for increasing the glossiness (gloss) by slowing 
down the conveying rate [processing speed) of the 
transfer material on which a toner image has been put 
at the fixing part so as to apply heat higher than that 

20 applied in the case where the toner image is fixed at a 
general processing speed. If the conveying rate is 
abruptly slowed down when the tip of the transfer 
material reaches the fixing part after the toner image 
has been transferred (the timing depends on the length 

25 of the conveying path of the transfer material), slight 
difference between the decreasing speed of the image 
carrier and the decreasing speed of the fixing part may 
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cause warping and the lite in the transfer material. 
As a result, the image may be unsuccessfully 
transferred, leading to an imperfection in an image 
auch as an image drop. Particularly because the tandem 
5 type image forming apparatus has two image carriers and 
three driving systems , the problem has been outstanding. 
[0003] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

In view of the problems described in 1 to 3, the 
10 present invention intends to provide 

1, an image forming apparatus that can form an image so 
that the image on the original document and the 
resulted image on the transfer material have more 
approximated image quality by selecting and using an 

15 appropriate transfer material; 

2. a fixing apparatus and image forming apparatus that 
make the glossiness and the image quality on the first 
side and the second side in the double-sid© image 
forming mode have little difference; and 

20 3, an image forming apparatus that makes no imperfect 
image such as an unsuccessful transferred image in the 
high gloss mode that increases the glossiness by 
slowing down the processing speed, 
[0004] 

25 (Means for Solving the Problems] 

- 12 - 
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The abovementioned intention of the present 
invention is achieved by the configuration to be 
described below. 
[0005] 

5 1. An image forming apparatus comprising: reading 

means for reading an image on an original document; ' 
exposing means for forming an image read by the reading 
means on an image carrier as an electrostatic latent 
image? developing means for developing the 
10 electrostatic latent image and forming a toner image? a 
plurality of containing means for containing transfer 
material; feeding means for feeding the transfer 
material from the cbntaining means; transferring means 
for transferring the toner image formed on the image 
15 carrier onto the transfer material fed from the feeding 
means; and fixing means for fixing the transfer 
material oh which the toner image has been transferred; 
characterized by comprising an original document 
quality detecting sensor that detects the quality of 
20 the original document, wherein each of the plurality of 
containing means comprises a transfer material quality 
detecting sensor that detects the quality of the 
transfer material contained therein, and the apparatus 
feeds the transfer material from the containing means 
25 that contains the transfer material whose detected 
value from the transfer material quality detecting 
sensor is the closest to the detected value of the 

" - 13 - 
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original document from the original document quality 

detecting sensor, and forms an image, 

[0006] 

2. The image forming apparatus according to 1, 
5 characterized in that the quality detected by the 
original document quality detecting sensor and the 
" transf er material quality detecting sensor is the gloss 
level ♦ 
[0007] 

10 3- The image forming apparatus according to 1, 

characterised in that the quality detected by the 
original document quality detecting sensor and the 
transfer material quality detecting sensor is the color. 
[0008] 

15 4 « The image forming apparatus according to any 

one of 1 to 3, characterised in that the image forming 

apparatus is a color image forming apparatus . 

[0009] 

5- An image forming apparatus comprising: reading 
20 means for reading an image on an original documents- 
exposing means for forming an image read by the reading 
means on an image carrier as an electrostatic latent 
image; developing means for developing the 
electrostatic latent image and forming a toner image; 
25 containing means for containing transfer material; 
feeding means for feeding the transfer material from 
the containing means; transferring means for 
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15 



20 



25 



transferring the toner Image formed on the image 
carrier onto the transfer material fed from the feeding 
means; and fixing means for fixing the transfer 
material on which the toner image has been transferred; 
characterized in that the containing means comprises a 
transfer material color detecting sensor that detects 
the color of the transfer material contained therein, 
and the apparatus corrects the color of the toner image 
formed on the transfer material to approximate the 
•color of the toner image to the color on the original 
document based on the detected value for the color of 
the transfer material from the transfer material color 
detecting sensor. 
[0010] 

6. An image forming apparatus comprising: reading 
means for reading an image on an original document; 
exposing means for forming an image read by the reading 
means on an image carrier as an electrostatic latent 
image; developing means for developing the 
electrostatic latent image and forming a toner image; 
containing means for containing transfer materials- 
feeding means for feeding the transfer material from 
the containing means; transferring means for 
transferring the toner image formed on the image 
carrier onto the transfer material fed from the feeding 
means; and fixing means for fixing the transfer 
material on which the toner image has been transferred; 
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characterized in that the containing means comprises a 
transfer material gloss level detecting sensor that 
detects the gloss level of the transfer material 
contained therein, and the transfer material is fixed 
5 by the fixing means in the fixing condition appropriate 
for the detected value of the gloss level of the 
transfer material from the transfer material gloss 
level detecting sensor. 
[0011] 

10 7. The image forming apparatus according to 6, 

characterized in that the fixing condition is the 
conveying rate of the transfer material. 
10012] 

fi. The image forming apparatus according to 6 or 7, 
15 characterized in that the fixing condition is the 
fixing temperature. 
[0013] 

9, A fixing apparatus for fixing a toner image 
onto a transfer material by conveying the transfer 

20 material with the toner image transferred thereon held 
tight between a pair of rollers while heated and 
pressed, characterized in that when an unfixed toner 
image on a second side of the transfer material is to 
be fixed, wherein a first .side of the transfer material 

25 has a fixed toner image thereon, the surface 

temperature of the transfer material on the first side 
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is kept at a toner softening temperature or lower at a 

nip outlet of the pair of rollers* 

[0014] 

10. The fixing apparatus according to 9, 

5 characterized in that a grain diameter of the toner of 
an average volume is 8.5 \m or less. 
[0015) 

11. The fixing apparatus according to 10, 
characterized in that the toner is a polymerized toner- 

10 [0016] 

12. The fixing apparatus according to any one of 9 
to 11, characterized in that the toner is a 
thermoplastic toner > 

[0017] 

J- 5 13. An image forming apparatus comprising a 

plurality of developing means around a first image 
carrier, wherein the image forming apparatus performs 
primary transfer on a toner image formed on the first 
image carrier onto a second image carrier, performs 

20 secondary transfer on the toner image on the second 
image carrier that has been subjected to the primary 
transfer onto transfer material, and fixes the toner 
image onto the transfer material by causing the toner 
image on the transfer material that has been subjected 

25 to the secondary transfer to be conveyed while causing 
the toner image to be held tight between a pair of 
rollers while heated and pressed for forming an image, 
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characterized in that when an unfixed toner image that 
. has been subjected to the secondary transfer on the 
second side of the transfer material whose first side * 
has a fixed toner imago thereon, the surface 
5 temperature of the toner on the first side is kept at a 
toner softening temperature or lower at a nip outlet of 
the pair of rollers, 
[0018] 

14 . The image forming apparatus according to claim 
10 13, characterized in that a grain diameter of the toner 

of an average volume is 8-5 um or less, 
[0019] 

15. The image forming apparatus according to 14 , 
characterized in that the toner is a polymerized toner ► 

15 [0020] 

16* The image forming apparatus according to any 
one of 13 to 15, characterized in that the toner is a 
thermoplastic toner, 
[0021] 

20 17. An image forming apparatus comprising a 

plurality of developing means around a first image 
carrier f wherein the image forming apparatus performs 
primary transfer on a toner image formed on the first 
image carrier onto a second image carrier, performs 

25 secondary transfer on the toner image on the second 
image carrier that has been subjected to the primary 
transfer onto transfer material/ and fixes the toner 
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image onto the transfer material by causing the toner 
image on the transfer material that has been subjected 
to the secondary transfer to be conveyed while causing 
the toner image to be held tight between a pair of 
5 rollers while heated and pressed for forming an image/ 
characterized in that the image forming apparatus 
comprises changing means for changing a processing 
speed for the image forming, wherein the changing means 
changes the processing speed so that the processing 
10 speed in a high gloss mode, in which the gloss level of 
an image obtained by forming an image is at 40 or 
higher, is 1/n {n is a natural number) of the 
processing speed in a basic usual mode. 
[0022] 

15 18, The image forming apparatus according to 17, 

characterized in that a grain diameter of the toner of 
an average volume is 8.5 pm or less. 
[0023] 

19, The image forming apparatus according to 18, 
20 characterized in that the toner is a polymerized toner. 
[0024] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] 

Description will be made on embodiments of the 
present invention with reference to the drawings, 
25 though the present invention is not limited to them. 
[0025J 
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Figure 1 i3 a schematic diagram showing a front 
view of the configuration of a color image forming 
apparatus with a fixing apparatus according to the 
present invention (hereinafter, referred to as a copy 
S machine) . 
[00261 

The copy machine according to the embodiment 
includes an automatic original document feeding device 
1 at the top of the copy machine, as well as an image 

10 reading part 2 as reading means c an image forming part 
3, a paper feeding part 5 as feeding means (in Figure 1, 
the reference numeral is only given to the paper 
feeding part in the paper feeding unit at the bottom) , 
a paper discharging/switching part 7, and a transfer 

15 sheet containing part 9 which is containing means in 
the copy machine, 
[0027] 

Ths automatic original document feeding device 1 
is a device for conveying the original documents to an 
20 image reading place by sending the original document 
one by one and for discharging the original documents 
from which images have been read to a predetermined 
place - 
[0028] 

25 The automatic original document feeding device 1 

includes an original document table 101 for supporting 
an original document, an original document separating 
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means 103 for separating the placed original document, 
an original document conveying part 105 for conveying 
the separated original document r an original document 
discharging means 107 for discharging the conveyed 
5 original document , an original document discharging 
table 109 for supporting the discharged original 
document , and an original document turn over means 111 
used for turning over the sides of the original 
document when images on both sides of the original 
10 document are "read. 
[0029] 

Describing from the viewpoint of the processes r a 
plurality of original documents (not shown) placed on 
the original document table 101 are separated piece by 
15 piece by the original document separating means 103 and 
conveyed to the image reading place through the 
original document conveying part 105. 
[0030] 

The original document reading place, provided 
20 below the original document conveying part 105, reads 

an image on the original document through a slit 201 in 
the image reading device 2, The original document from 
which the image is read is discharged onto the original 
document discharging table 109 by the original document 
25 discharging means 107, 
[0031] 
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: 

i 

The abovementioned process is repeated by the 
number of original documents placed on the original ; 
document table 101. 

[0032] ! 

! 

5 The configuration of the image reading device 2 j 

i 

will be describee* in detail. The image reading device 
2 includes the slit 201; a first mirror unit 205 having 
a lamp 213/ which is a light source to emit a light on 
the original document, and a first mirror 215 for 

10 reflecting the reflected light from the original 

document integrated together; a second mirror unit 207 
having a second mirror 217 for reflecting the light 
from the first mirror 215 and a third mirror 219 
integrated together? an imaging lens 209 for forming an 

15 image of the reflected light from the second mirror 
unit 207 on an image pickup device (to be described 
later) ; and the lined-up image pickup devices 
(hereinafter, referred to as CCD) 211 for performing 
photoelectronic conversion on an optical image formed 

20 by the imaging lens 209 and obtaining image information. 
It also has an original document quality detecting 
sensor 220 for detecting the quality of the original 
document including the glossiness and the color at the 
bottom of the image reading device 2 to detect the 

25 quality of a non-image part of the original document 
that is placed on a platen glass 203. The non-image 
part generally is such a place {edge of the original 
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document) as an origin for supporting the original j 
document on the platen glass 203. I 
[0033] 

The original document quality detecting sensor 220 
5 may be an original document glossiness sensor for j 
detecting the glossiness of the original document, an | 
original document color detecting sensor for detecting I 
the color of the original document, and the lifce. The 
original document quality detecting sensor 220 may have 
10 those functions combined together. 
[0034] 

A paper quality sensor module from Nichicon corp. 
may be used as the original document glossiness 
detecting sensor. The paper quality sensor module is 
15 for detecting the glossiness Gs (60 degrees) by 

comparing the intensity of the emitted light and the 
reflected light.- It adopts a measuring method 
compliant with the JISZ8741 method 3. 
[0035} 

20 A generally used color meter may be used as the 

original document color detecting sensor. 
[0036] 

The detected value of the quality of the original 
document that is detected by the original document 
25 quality detecting sensor is fed back to image forming 

control in a manner to be described later. \ 
[0037] 
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The image information on the original document 
read by the reading image device 2 is subjected to 
appropriate image processing and then temporally stored 
in memory (not shown) . 
5 [0038] 

In the aspect of reading the original document fed 
by the automatic original document conveying device 1 
by the image reading device 2, a first mirror unit 205 
and a second mirror unit 207 are fixed at places shown 
10 in the figure* 
[0039] 

In the aspect of reading images on both sides of 
the original document, the original document is turned 
over by the original document turning-over means 111 

15 that includes a pair of rollers , which is tightly 

holing the bottom edge of the original document whose 
image on one side has been read; conveyed into the 
original document conveying device 105 ; and the image 
is read at the original document reading place in the 

20 above-described manner and then the original document 
is discharged onto the original document discharging 
table 109- 
[0040] 

The automatic original document conveying device 1 
25 is allowed for angle adjustment by which the automatic 
original document conveying device 1 is raised and the 
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i 

platen glass 203 is opened so that the original 
document can be directly placed on the platen glass 203. 
[00411 

Although the embodiment is adapted to read the . 
5 image on the original document while causing the 

original document conveying part 105 to conveying the i 
original document/ it may be adapted to put the ! 
original document conveyed by the original document 

conveying part 105 on the platen glass r and then move I 
10 an exposure optical system to read the image in the 

same manner as the original document is directly placed % . | 

on the platen glass I j 
[0042] j 

j 

In the aspect of reading images on the original 

i 

15 document placed on the platen glass 203 r the images are j 

i 

read by the first mirror unit 205 and the second mirror 

unit 207 moving along the platen glass 203 with optical J 

path lengths being kept* 

[0043] 

. 20 The image signals of respective colors read by the 

image reading device 2 are fetched from the memory in 
order and input into respective exposure optical 
systems 313 as electrical signals. 
[0044] 

25 In the embodiment, the image forming part 3 

includes means for forming image (hereinafter referred 
to as an image forming unit) 300 for yellow (Y) , 
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magenta (M) , cyan (C) and black (B) . The image forming 
unit includes a set of a photosensitive drum 301 that 
is an image forming part f a Scorotron charger 303, the 
exposure optical system 313 that is exposing means to 
5 write an image , and a developer 311 as developing means. 
[0045] 

The image forming units 300 are vertically 
arranged along a side of an intermediate transfer belt 
4 01 (tightly stretching side A) that is vertically 

10 provided at the upper part of the transfer sheet 

containing part 9 (in the order of yellow, magenta, 
cyan, and black from the top) - All of the four sets of 
the image forming unit 300 have the same mechanical 
configuration. The reference numeral is given to only 

15 one of the sets in Figure 1, being omitted for the 
Others for convenience. 
[00461 

The exposure optical system 313 is arranged at 
. downstream from the Scorotron charger 303 in the ■ 
20 turning direction of the photosensitive drum 301. The 
• exposure optical system 313 is an exposing unit made of 
a laser optical system, which is publicly known. 
[0047] 

In the image forming, the image in yellow (Y) , for 
25 example, is formed as below. In response to starting 
of a photosensitive driving motor, the photosensitive 
drum 301 turns in the counter-clockwise direction. 
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Charging of the Scorotron charger 303 gives a potential 

to the photosensitive drum 301. 

[0048] 

Then/ exposing corresponding to the first color 
5 signal^ i.e., a (Y) image signal is performed by the 
exposure optical system 313 so that an electrostatic 
latent image corresponding to the (Y) image of the 
original document is formed on the photosensitive drum 
301. 
10 [0049] 

The electrostatic latent image is reversely 
developed at the developer 311 and manifest itself. 
The (Y) toner image created by the reverse development 
is transferred on the intermediate transfer belt 401 by 
15 a transferring device 305 that is provided to face the 
photosensitive drum 301 on the other side of the 
intermediate transfer belt 401. 
[0050] 

The images in the other color signals are formed 
20 in the same process as mentioned above: Toner images 
created by the image forming units of magenta (M) , cyan 
(C) and black {K) are transferred so that they are 
superimposed on the image region that includes the (Y) 
toner image, and the superimposed color toner image is 
25 created on the intermediate transfer belt 401, 
[0051] 
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In parallel with the abovementioned image forming, 
a transfer sheet of paper P, which is transfer material/ 
is sent out by a sending out part 901 (911 r 921) of the 
transfer sheet containing part 9 to a paper feeding 
5 roller 903 (913, 923) and conveyed to a resist roller 
501. 
[0052] 

In response to driving of the resist roller 501, 
the sheet of paper is fed to superimpose on the color 
10 toner image region on the intermediate transfer belt 
401- By the effect of a second transfer part 415, 
which is transferring means in the transfer region, the 
color toner image is transferred on the transfer sheet 
of paper P, 
. 15 [0053] 

The transfer sheet of paper P on which the toner 
image is transferred is separated from the 
circumferential surface of the intermediate transfer 
belt 401 and then conveyed to a fixing part 601, which 

20 is fixing means (=fixing apparatus) - The toner image 
is fused by heat and pressure from a fixing roller 603 
and a pressing roller. 605 each of which has a heater 
therein, and fixed on the transfer sheet of paper P. 
The fixing part 601 fuses and fixes an unfixed toner 

25 image carried on the top of the transfer sheet of paper 
p (at the fixing roller 603 side) > The heater may be 
included at the side of the fixing roller 603 or may 
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also be included at the side of the pressing roller 605. 
For the purpose of also including the heater at the 
side of the pressing roller 605, such an aspect as T00W 
is used as power for the heater at the side of the 
5 fixing roller 603 and 3D0W is used as power for the 
heater at the side of pressing roller 605 can be 
considered. When an unfixed toner image on the top of 
the transfer sheet of paper P that has a fixed toner 
image at the bottom (at the side of the pressing roller 

10 • 605) is to be fixed in the double-sided image forming 
mode, it is preferable that the temperature of the 
fixing roller 603 and the temperature of the pressing 
roller 605 are independently controlled so as not to 
degrade the toner image at the bottom (detailed later) . 

15 For that reason, the fixing roller 603 and the pressing 
roller 605 are adapted to be apart from each other so 
that they do not contact with each other when the 
fixing is not performed. When the fixing is performed, • 
the transfer sheet of paper P is passing between the 

20 rollers. 
[0054] 

The fixing processing performed by the fixing 
roller 603 and the pressing roller 605 is performed 
when the nip, at which both rollers are contact with 
25 each other, holds tight and conveys the transfer sheet 
of paper P. The wider the nip (the length of the 
transfer sheet of paper P in the conveyed direction), 
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the effective the fixing will be. Preferably, the nip 

is 7 mm width or wider. 

[0055] 

The transfer gheet of paper P passed through the 
5 nip is discharged from the fixing part 601 by the 
fixing/paper-discharging roller 607. An infrared 
thermometer 609 is provided between the nip and the 
fixing/paper-discharging roller 607 at the bottom side 
of the transfer sheet of paper P for measuring the 

10 temperature of the toner at the bottom side of the 
transfer sheet of paper P, Although it will be 
detailed later, the object of measuring the temperature 
at the bottom of the transfer sheet of paper P at the 
nip outlet is to prevent the toner image at the first 

15 side {bottom side) from being degraded in the double- 
sided image forming mode in which the first side 
(bottom side) , passes through the fixing part 601 twice. 
[0056] 

The transfer sheet of paper P that has been 
20 subjected to the fixing processing is conveyed by the 
fixing/paper-discharging roller 607 and a paper- 
discharging roller 703 and discharged onto a paper 
discharging tray 705. 
[0057] 

25 The intermediate transfer belt 401 f from which the 

transfer sheet of paper P has been separated, is 
charge-eliminated by a charge eliminating device 407 
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that is provided to face a conductive roller grounded 
at the other side of the intermediate transfer belt 401. 
Then, the intermediate transfer belt 401 is scraped 
against by a cleaning blade 413 and cleaned. 
5 [0058] 

The toner remaining on the circumferential surface 
of the photosensitive drum 301 after transferring is 
removed by a drum cleaning part 309, History of the 
photosensitive drum 301 in the previous image forming 
10 .performed by a uniform exposing device before charging 
(not shown) is cleared. Thus, the next image .forming 
has been prepared for. 
[0059] 

In the transfer sheet containing part 9 r paper 
. 15 feeding units 900 , 910, 920 including containers 905 r 
915, 925 for stacking the transfer sheets Qf paper P 
and the sending out parts 901, 911, 921 are vertically 
provided. The paper feeding units 900, 910, 920 are 
provided in parallel to the direction of conveying the 
20 transfer sheet of paper. A paper feeding unit is 

shifted to downstream from the immediately lower paper 
feeding unit. The paper feeding units are closely 
arranged in the vertical direction. The paper feeding 
units 900, 910 , 920 correspond to the containing means. 
25 [0060] 

The sending out parts 901, 911, 921 are placed at 
respective sides (side wall) of the containers 905, 915, 
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925. The sending out parts 901, 911, 921 and the 
containers 905, 915, 925 can be integrally withdrawn. 
[0061] 

When the paper feeding units 900, 910, 920 have 
5 been packed and set in predetermined places in the 

apparatus, the sending out parts 901, 911, 921 contains 
the paper feeding rollers 903, 913, 923 that are placed 
in the regions protruded from the top surface of the 
containers as well as separating rollers 906, 916, 926 
10 that are for preventing two sheets from being sent. 
[0062J 

The chained line shown in each of the containers 
905, 915, 925 indicates the top part of the stack of 
paper when a predetermined amount of transfer sheets of 
15 paper P is contained in each container. 
[0063] 

In the containers 905, 915, 925, the transfer 
sheets of paper P are placed on the supporting boards 
907, 917, 927 that are powered upward by leaf springs 
20 908, 918, 928 with the top parts of the stacks of paper 
indicated by the Chained lines always contacting with 
the paper feeding rollers 903, 913, 923. 
[0064] 

Transfer material quality detecting sensors 909, 
25 919, 929 are arranged on ceilings of the containers 905, 
915, 925 for detecting the quality of the contained 
transfer sheets of paper P such as the glossiness and 

- 32 - 



PAGE 52/91 ^ RCVD AT 12MI2007 6:25:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR;USPT0-EFXRF-1f12 * DNIS:2732885 * CSID:1212 218 4552 * DURATION (mm-ss):28-24 | 



12/04/2007 18:43 FAX 1212 218 4552 



FITPATRICK - NY 



I2l 053 



JPA2002-123134 

the color. Each of the transfer material quality 
detecting sensors 909, 919, 929 ig a 9ensor for 
detecting the quality of the transfer material such as 
a transfer material glossiness detecting sensor and a 
5 transfer material color detecting sensor. The transfer 
material quality detecting, sensor may have two or more 
detecting functions . 
[0065] 

Those similar to the above-described original 
10 document glossiness detecting sensor and original 
• document color detecting sensor may be used for the 
transfer material glossiness detecting sensor and the 
transfer material color detecting sensor. 
[0066] 

15 The detected value Of the quality of the transfer 

sheet of paper P detected in such a manner is fed back 
to .image forming control in a manner to be described 
later. 
[0067] 

20 The paper feeding part 5 as feeding means includes 

multiple means for conveying Rl, R2, R, R4, R5 f R6, 
each of which is for conveying the transfer sheet of 
paper P from each of the containers 905, 915, 925 that 
is included in each of the paper feeding units 900 f 910, 

25 920 to the resist roller 501. Each of the means for 
conveying is formed by a pair of rollers. 
[0068] 
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The paper discharging/switching part 7 is a region 
including means for discharging the transfer sheet of 
paper on which the image has been formed or feeding 
that transfer sheet of paper again, 
5 [0069] 

The paper discharging/switching part 7 includes a 
fixing/paper-discharging roller 607 that discharges the 
transfer sheet of paper P whose first side has a color 
toner image fixed thereon from the fixing part 601; 

10 means for switching 701 that switches the conveying 
path; a paper-discharging roller 703 for discharging 
the transfer sheet of paper out of the apparatus; a 
paper-discharging tray 705 provided at the side of the 
apparatus body for the discharged transfer sheet of 

15 paper to be stacked; a turning-over part 801 for 

turning the sides of the transfer sheet of paper that 
is turned over and conveyed; and a turned-over 
conveying part 803 that feeds the turned over transfer 
sheet of paper to the image forming part 3 again. 

20 [0070] 

The means for switching 701 are adapted to switch 
the conveying path according to the case where the 
transfer sheet of paper is discharged out as it is, the 
case where the transfer sheet of paper is turned over 
25 and discharged, and the case where the transfer sheet 
of paper is fed again to form an image on the second 
side thereof. 
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[0071] 

When the transfer sheet of paper P on which an 
image ia formed is to be discharged as it is, i.e., 
when the transfer sheet of paper P is to be discharged 
5 with the image formed side upside f the means for 
switching 701 is placed in an attitude shown by the 
chained line in Figure 1 so that the f lxing/papex- 
discharging roller 607 and the paper-discharging roller 
703 discharge the transfer sheet of paper to the paper 
10 discharging tray 705 outside the apparatus. 
[0072] 

When the transfer sheet of paper on which an image 
is formed is to be turned over and discharged, i.e., 
when the transfer sheet of paper is discharged with the 

15 side on which an image is formed downside, the means 

for switching 701 is placed in an attitude shown by the 
solid line in Figure 1 to temporally convey the 
transfer sheet of paper conveyed by the fixing/paper- 
discharging roller 607 toward a turning-over part 801. 

20 [0073] 

When the transfer sheet of paper has passed 
through the means for switching 701, the transfer sheet 
of paper is switched back and discharged onto the paper 
discharging tray 705 outside the apparatus by the 
25 paper-discharging roller 703. 
[0074} 

- 35 - 
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When an image is to be formed on the back (the 
second side) of the transfer sheet of paper, the means 
for switching 701 is placed in an attitude shown by the 
solid line in Figure 1 so that the transfer sheet of 
5 paper conveyed by the fixing/paper-discharging roller 
607 is conveyed toward the turning-over part 801, 
switched back by the turning-over part 801 and turn 
over the sides, and conveyed to the turned-over 
conveying part 803 ► 
10 [0075] 

A conveying roller 503 (to be described later) 
passes the transfer sheet of paper P, which has been 
conveyed to the turned-over conveying part 803 r through 
the same conveying path as that for feeding sheets from 
15 the paper feeding units 900, 910, 920; conveys the 

transfer sheet of paper P to the resist roller 501, and 

to the second transfer part 415. 

[0076] 

Means for controlling (not shown) performs various 
20 types of controlling including the controlling over 
operations of respective members of the image forming 
apparatus, the sequence controlling of the image 
forming process, and the image processing controlling 
involved in the case where an operator inputs a command. 
25 [0077] 

Figure 2 is an example of flowchart illustrating 
the present invention according to claims 1 to 4. 
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